556      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From W. P. Webster to General Butler
Provost Court, Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
, Feb. 28rd, 1865
DEAR GENERAL: Having seen your name connected with that man George H. Johnson, and his Bank transactions, I have obtained this from the cashier of the bank, who is a friend of yours, and not from the President Cole, who is not a friend of yours.
The military Inquisition on your administration is still in session. Lane is not in close confinement, Renshaw and others are in close confinement, but can be released on giving $50,000 bonds. Don't, I beg of you, interfere in the matter for any of them, particularly for Lane. I see all and hear all and suspect them all. They will implicate anyone they can to save themselves.
Gen. Shepley is frightened and don't know which way to jump. I trust that they will soon find that this whole story about contraband goods is a humbug from the start.
This commission don't get the facts'. They seem to want to maintain and justify the expectations of Gen. Grant, who really believes the thousand reports about the contraband goods sent out from Norfolk.
The last man imprisoned was Major Morse, the Treasury Agent.
Can you send us a word about your future?   If so, please do
iige,                         Yours truly, W. P. WEBSTER
Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter
First National Bank of Norfolk, Nom-ora, VA., Feb. ZSrd. 1865
I HEREBY certify that the total transactions  of  George
H. Johnson at this Bank were    ..........     $38,910.52
that his average balance on hand was     .......           936.00
and that his last check, Jan. 31, 1865 was ......        4,179.34
and then overdrawing his account.
I further certify that this is the only Bank doing business in Norfolk, and that said George H. Johnson was well-known to me, and was for a long time Assistant Adjutant General of Gen. Shepley and his predecessors in this military district.
W. M. CLARK, Cashier